Marine hard bottom communities
feature among the most diverse and
productive systems in the world
oceans. Since they predominantly
occur in shallow and near-shore
regions, these communities and the
numerous ecosystem services they
provide are particularly prone to
anthropogenic stress.

The contributing authors present first-
hand, in-depth information about the
particularities of life at the substrate-

water interface, the interactions in
and function of hard bottom commu-
nities, the role and dynamics of their
biodiversity, the stressors and threats
they face in the context of global
change, and measures to preserve or
restore these precious habitats.

This book will help scholars and
students to better understand the role
and functioning of hard bottom com-
munities, as well as the causes and
consequence of the changes they
currently undergo.
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